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News Briefs

Vatican questionnaire for youth online

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — To involve young
people in preparations for the Synod of Bishops
on youth in 2018, the Vatican has released an
online questionnaire to better understand the
lives, attitudes and concerns of 16- to 29-year-
olds around the world.

The questionnaire — available in English,
Spanish, French and Italian — can be found on
the synod’s official site: youth.synod2018.va/
content/synod2018/it.html and is open to any
young person, regardless of faith or religious
belief.

The general secretariat of the synod launched
the website June 14 to share information about
the October 2018 synod on “Young people, faith
and vocational discernment” and to link to an
online, anonymous survey asking young people
about their lives and expectations. The answers to
the questionnaire, along with contributions from
bishops, bishops’ conferences and other church
bodies, “will provide the basis for the draft-
ing of the ‘instrumentum laboris,”” or working
document for the assembly, synod officials said
in January.

Pope will visit Chile, Peru in January

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Pope Francis will
travel to Colombia in September, and he will
return to South America in January for a visit to
Chile and Peru.

The pope will be in Chile Jan. 15-18, visiting
the cities of Santiago, Temuco and lquique, the
Vatican press office announced.

He then will fly to Peru, and from Jan. 18-21, he
will visit Lima, Puerto Maldonado and Trujillo.

The Vatican had announced in March that the
pope would make a pastoral trip to Colombia
Sept. 6-11. No mention was made of a possible
trip to the pope’s homeland, Argentina. He has
not returned to the country since he was elected
pope in March 2013.

The Peru-Chile trip will be his fourth to South
America. In July 2013, he visited Brazil for World
Youth Day. In July 2015, he traveled to Ecuador,
Bolivia and Paraguay. The September trip to
Colombia would be his third to the continent.

Vatican bank reports $40 million profit

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — The Institute for the
Works of Religion, often referred to as the Vatican
bank, made a profit of 36 million euros (about $40
million) in 2016, according to its annual report.

The institute held assets worth 5.7 billion
euros at year’s end, which included deposits and
investments from close to 15,000 clients — mostly
Catholic religious orders around the world, Vati-
can offices and employees, and Catholic clergy.

Before the report’s release, the 2016 financial
statements were audited by the firm Deloitte &
Touche and were reviewed by the Commission
of Cardinals overseeing the institute’s work.
According to a statement from the bank, all of
the profits will be turned over to the Holy See,
with none being placed in the institute’s reserve
account. According to the report, most of the in-
stitute’s clients “are active in missions or perform
charitable works at institutions such as schools,
hospitals or refugee camps.”

At the conclusion of Mass June 24 at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, Diocese of
Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton stands before the diocesan pilgrim statue to pray the prayer
reconsecrating the Diocese of Steubenville to its patroness, the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin

Mary. Father William D. Cross, diocesan judicial vicar, is visible at left. (Photo by DeFrancis) » Bishop Monforton’s
homily/Page 7; reconsecration prayer/Page 11; additional reconsecration photos/Page 12

Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton and Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon stand with
diocesan priests — active and retired from active parish ministry, deacons —transitional and permanent,
and seminarians at the Annual Priests’ Jubilee Celebration. Father Robert A. Gallagher, second row, sec-
ond from left, celebrating 40 years of ordination to the priesthood, was the homilist (homily/Page 7). Other
jubilarians at the June 19 celebration at St. Mary Church, St. Clairsville, are Father David J. Cornett, front,
right, and Father David L. Gaydosik, second row, third from left, 30 years, and Father Chester J. Pabin,
second row, fourth from left, 25 years. Other jubilarians include Msgr. Frederick A. Pasquinelli, 65 years,
and Permanent Deacon Lawrence R. Meagher, 40 years. (Photo by Campbell)
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After long service, two lay teachers, two Franciscans leave St. Benedict

CAMBRIDGE — Four teachers with
decades of service have left St. Benedict
School, for retirement, or relocation.

Jane M. Rush, St.

mine” — of more than 500 children.
Widowed, Denniston expects to relocate

to Indiana to be near family, including her

children, Tim and Sarah, and their

Benedict principal,
said of Barb Dennis-
ton and Teri Fitch and
Franciscan Sisters of
Christian Charity of
Manitowoc, Wiscon-
sin, Anna Maar and
Carolee Vanness that
they leave a legacy.
That legacy, Rush
said, “has helped
shape and build our
school in its ministry
to the church.

“They will be dearly missed.”

Born in Dover, Ohio, Denniston has been
a resident of Cambridge since the age of
4. She attended college in central Indiana,
met her husband Mike at Anderson College
there and returned with him to Cambridge,
where he joined her parents in an office
supply business.

“I was blessed to get into teaching,”
Denniston said of her career, which began
in the late 1970s.

In 1980, she said, she saw an ad for an
education position, but she didn’t know
where it was. She responded to a post office
box, got a telephone call and realized the
position was in a Catholic school. “And,
I am not Catholic,” said Denniston, who
called herself a strong Christian and a
member of the Church of God. “What do 1
do?” she said she asked herself. Denniston
was hired to teach first grade at St. Benedict
School. After teaching for three years, she
took time off to have children. In 1985,
she was back as a part-time kindergarten
teacher.

“It’s been a wonderful experience,” Den-
niston said. Her favorite things are singing
and praying with the children and teaching
them to read. She calculated that she has
touched the lives — “and they have touched

NEED A PASSPORT?

Citizens of Ohio, West Virginia and Pennsylvania
come to the Jefferson County Auto Title Department or
Rayland, Ohio Auto Title Department.

Both offices open Monday — Friday and
Rayland office is also open every Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
EXCEPT when a holiday falls on a Friday or a Monday.

Upon purchase of your PASSPORT with us, your photo I.D. is “FREE.”
This can be a savings of $7 to $50.
Call (740) 283-8509 or (740) 859-0411

NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
°e e ALLOW 4 TO 6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY ¢ ¢ ¢

Barb Denniston

families.

Fitch, too, has worked in the
Diocese of Steubenville for 35
years, beginning her career at
Guernsey Catholic Central High
School, Cambridge, in 1982. When
it closed, she relocated to St.
Benedict School, where she taught
kindergarten through eighth-grade
physical education.

At St. Benedict, Fitch said she
started girls’ volleyball and basket-
ball. As well as serving as a coach
for those teams, Fitch scheduled games,
was a cheerleader
adviser and an as-
sistant track coach.
“I even taught sign
language to my stu-
dents,” Fitch said.

Presently, Fitch is
a physical education
teacher at Bishop
Fenwick Elementary
School, Zanesville,
Ohio, and an educa-
tional aide for a deaf
student.

Agraduate of John
Glenn High School and Muskingum Col-
lege, both in New Concord, Ohio, Fitch
is in the Hall of Fame for sports achieve-
ments.

Leaving St. Benedict was difficult, Fitch
said, but she added that she is called to help
the deaf student, since she and her family
are deaf, too.

Born in Hungry, Sister Anna came to
the United States with her father, mother
and two brothers, after living in Germany
for six years following World War II. She
was a fourth-grader when they settled on
a farm near Green Bay, Wisconsin.

After eighth-grade, Sister Anna said she

Teri Fitch

JOHN A. CORRIGAN JR., CLERK OF COURTS
www. jeffersoncountyoh.com

Preplanning your final wishes is essential
Prefunding is an option but not a requirement
We have affordable interest free payment plans available
Call us today for a free "Funeral Cost Estimate"

M oS T i Funeral Homes, Inc.

Sunset Chapel 4435 Sunset ‘Blud., Stewbenville, Ohio 43953

321 South 4th Street, Steubenville, Ohio 43952

"A Funeral Service For A Life Remembered”

740-264-4767

740-282-2541

became an aspirant
with the Franciscan
Sisters in Manito-
woc. “I was very
independent,” she
said. “I felt the
Lord’s call,” she
added, and, there-
fore, she just went
to the convent.

After high school,
first as a novitiate
with the Franciscan
Sisters and then af-
ter her final profession with the religious
order in 1966, Sister Anna obtained a
bachelor’s from Silver Lake College,
Manitowoc. Sister Anna has a master’s
from Virginia State College,
Petersburg, Virginia, also,
and has taught at schools
in Wisconsin, Michigan,
Arizona and Ohio, nine of
those years at St. Benedict.
There she was a teacher of
math, science and religion.

Sister Anna returns to
her religious order’s moth-
erhouse in Wisconsin as
a seamstress. “It’s been a
good life,” Sister Anna said
of her vocation.

Sister Carolee will leave
St. Benedict for another assignment. She
will teach in the lower grades in a Michigan
parochial school classroom.

Sister Anna

Sister Carolee
(Photos by DeFrancis/provided)

Born in Algoma, Wisconsin, she
is the third oldest of nine children,
whose oldest sister, Kathlyn, went
to the convent after eighth-grade. As
she became an eighth-grader herself,
Sister Carolee said she began to think
that there was something special
there. The Franciscan Sisters had
taught her in elementary school, also.
She made her first profession in 1974
and her final one two years after she
graduated from college in 1978.

Throughout the years, Sister Carolee
has taught in Wisconsin, Nebraska,
Arizona, Ohio and Michigan. She began
teaching at St. Benedict School in 2009.

“There is something special about Ohio,”
she said. “The people are warm and friend-
ly. Christ Our Light
Parish (which supports
St. Benedict School) is
very welcoming.”

Franciscan Sisters
have served the Cam-
bridge community for
more than 100 years.
Rush said that two will
join three others at St.
Benedict in the fall.
They are Franciscan
Sisters Jan Villemure,
junior high math and
religion, and June
Smith, elementary-level intervention. The
others are Franciscan Sisters Carol Juckem,
Helen Marie Paul and Sharon Paul.
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At convention, Diocesan Council of Catholic Women questioned on legacy

STEUBENVILLE — When the Diocesan Council of
Catholic Women convened for a 72nd annual convention,
members were asked what kind of world they want to
leave by Emilia Alonso-Sameno, featured speaker, and
challenged by Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey
M. Monforton to return to their

Steubenville Diocese’s task force created in response to
“Laudato Si’,” Pope Francis’ encyclical. The PhD, who is
a member of the peace and justice ministry in the Athens
Catholic community, as well as a missionary and mother,
called it a privilege to stand before the women, whom she
called to be people of action.

parishes and find ways to engage
youth.

Dedicated to St. Teresa of
Calcutta, the June 7 convention
was held at Holy Family Church,
Steubenville, and opened by
Pamela Ambrose, DCCW presi-
dent, who reiterated the organi-
zation’s mission statement — to
foster and encourage the spiritual
development of members and
support Catholic principles to
social concerns, to instruct and
motivate members to accept
responsibility of bringing about \4
God’s kingdom in the world for Al
his honor and glory, and to rec- |
ognize and address the spiritual |,
and temporal needs of the family, |
parish, community and world.

With the theme “Behold the
Handmaid of the Lord,” Order
of the Sacred and Immaculate S‘
Hearts of Jesus and Mary Sister
Teresa Condit said the dedica- |-
tion of the convention to St.
Teresa comes as the Steubenville

The encyclical, Alonso-
Sameno said, is an invitation
to a change of heart, as well
as mind and conscience.
Pope Francis’ document
is more than an encyclical
about global warming and
climate change, it is about
how to develop right rela-
tionships, Alonso-Sameno
said. It is a challenge on
how to live differently. “He
reminds us that all is not lost,
but that there is much reason
for hope and promise, ... of
the ability to work together
to build a common home.”
With dialogue and action,

5" AIH)\(" T?_Q,Q}A

OF KOLKATA Alonso-Sameno predicted
By Mook, o Aty there can pe a healthy rela-

By citirassy "J’_"‘ tionship with all creation. “It

By faith, (o, f won’t happen overnight,”
bl s o she said. “We need others.”
Aoy ( vl Prior to morning Mass,
Heant o o “tesie | celebrated by Bishop Mon-

ey

forton at Holy Family
Church — Msgr. Gerald E.

Diocese is being reconsecrated to
the Immaculate Heart of Mary
and apparitions of the Blessed
Mother at Fatima are being
celebrated, and on the eve of the
renewal of the diocese, what she
quoted Bishop Monforton as labeling a time of immense
hope. The women of the diocese have a crucial role to
play in the renewal, Sister Condit said, and listed Mother
Teresa as a model for Catholic women. And, she added,
“Mary always leads us to Jesus.”

Father Timothy P. McGuire, DCCW moderator, sug-
gested that the message of Fatima, deeply connected with
the Immaculate Heart of Mary; is as valid today as it was
in 1917. “Utilize the sacrament of penance and devoutly
pray the rosary. Graces abound for those who do,” Father
McGuire, pastor of St. Frances Cabrini Parish, Colerain,
wrote.

DeDe Kidder, DCCW treasurer, calculated 165 women
reserved seats for the convention, where Alonso-Sameno
shared comments on “Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Com-
mon Home.”

A native of Spain, full professor of Spanish at Ohio
University, Athens, Alonso-Sameno is a member of the

by DeFrancis)
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Order of the Sacred and Immaculate Hearts of
Jesus and Mary Sister Teresa Condit dedicates
the Diocesan Council of Catholic Women an-
nual convention to St. Teresa of Kolkata. (Photo

Calovini is parish pastor —
the women memorialized
their own. As is customary,
members who died dur-
ing the previous year were
recognized at a memorial
service.

Bishop Monforton told the women, during his homily
at Mass, that they are evangelizers and called them an arm
of his pastoral outreach.

At lunch, which followed, he brought them up to date on
movement at what is labeled Cathedral Square, location of
Holy Name Cathedral, Steubenville. At the site, property
has been purchased to allow Fifth Street to be closed to
traffic in front of the cathedral for creation of a piazza.
Nearby properties have been purchased and buildings on
some of the land demolished for parking, while a former
church is being developed as a crises counseling center,
Bishop Monforton said.

Meanwhile, he asked, “How do we reach out to the young
people?”

Bishop Monforton called on the women to take the
question back to their parishes and talk to parishioners to
help determine what can be done about getting more young
people in the pews.

“We have a healthy diocese,” Bishop Monforton advised.
He pointed to the parochial schools in the diocese, clergy
and parishes. There are parochial schools in Jefferson,
Belmont, Guernsey, Monroe, Washington and Lawrence
counties, the bishop reminded. Seminarians are studying
for the priesthood for the diocese, a diocesan Priests’
Pension Fund is being shored up and in some parishes,
a program is being introduced, Bishop Monforton said,

To Page 4

Bishop Monforton’s Schedule

June 30-July 3 U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
National Convocation on
Evangelization, Orlando, Florida
Closing Mass, Fortnight for Freedom,
Holy Family Church, Steubenville,

9 am.

14 Mass and luncheon, Apostolate for
Family Consecration, Bloomingdale,
noon

15 Mass, Basilica of St. Mary of the
Assumption, Marietta, 9 a.m.
Seminarian challenge breakfast, Basilica
of St. Mary of the Assumption social hall,
Marietta, 10 a.m.

Installation of Father Timothy J. Kozak
as pastor of St. Bernard Parish, Beverly,
at St. Bernard Church, 7 p.m.

July 4
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At convention, Diocesan Council of Catholic Women

From Page 3
to retool parishioners to be missionary
disciples.

During the convention, June Lawrence,
parish development officer for Cross
Catholic Outreach, Boca Raton, Florida,
congratulated the DCCW on its longevity
and support to her organization, which she
said delivers food, shelter and hope to the
poorest of the poor. The DCCW has sup-
ported Cross Catholic Outreach since 2012.

Lawrence introduced a “Box of Joy”
service project. Small boxes, provided by
Cross Catholic Outreach, are filled with
gifts for children, some of whom Lawrence
said have nothing. In the past, she told the
DCCW, its support has helped meet spiri-
tual and physical needs of children, almost
all who turn back to help the ministry
themselves. “If we can make an impact,
we can change the world,” she said.

The women, also, were updated by Fa-
ther Paul E. Hrezo, pastor of Christ Our
Light Parish, Cambridge, on what has been
done with DCCW monetary support in
Peru, an outreach started by Steubenville
Bishop Albert H. Ottenweller. A senior
center has benefited by being able to turn
the cash into new ovens, room renovations,
building maintenance and agriculture de-
velopment, Father Hrezo said.

Veronica Way, National Council of
Catholic Women Cincinnati Province di-
rector, told the Steubenville DCCW she is
proud of the work it does to improve the
lives of others. “Great things happen when
the women in your Catholic Woman’s Club
work and pray together,” Way said.

As the convention neared its end, par-

ishes’ Catholic Woman’s clubs were rec-
ognized for projects. Awards were handed
out to the Mother of Hope Deanery for
its annual “Day with the Bishop,” which
includes lunch and a question and answer
session, after which money raised by each
unit is given to the bishop for seminar-
ians; the Catholic Woman’s Club of
Harrison County, spiritual and financial
assistance to a seminarian for a visit to the
Holy Land; Holy Family CWC, support
of missionary parishioners who work at
home and abroad; Our Lady of Lourdes,
Wintersville, weekly baking of nut and
pumpkin rolls that are sold in support of
items for the church; St. Agnes, Mingo
Junction, outreach to new members of the
parish for membership in the organization;
St. Francis Xavier, Malvern, presents
Bibles to newly married, crucifixes to
confirmandi, gifts for first communicants
and prayer books for newly widowed and
works with St. Gabriel Parish, Minerva,
for a joint parish picnic in the summer and
Epiphany party in January; St. Gabriel,
sponsored ice cream social for the com-
munity, which honored first responders and
veterans, after a memorial service on the
15th anniversary of 9/11; St. John Fisher,
Richmond, worked with youth of the par-
ish to collect “Change with Change” for
Cusco to educate them about the Peruvian
archdiocese and serving others; St. Peter,
Steubenville, enlists parishioners in annual
toy drive at Christmas, which provides
nearly 150 gifts yearly; St. Francis of As-
sisi and St. Joseph, Toronto, recognized
79 women of the parishes who are involved
in various ministries, such as baking, visit-
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ing shut-ins, lectoring, cantoring, serving
as extraordinary ministers of holy Com-
munion, quilting, providing meals after
funerals, praying and supporting the parish
school of religion; St. Joseph, Bridgeport,
ministers to the aging and homebound
by sending cards, providing prizes for
games at nursing homes, delivering gifts
at Christmas and Easter to shut-ins, sup-
porting a Mass of anointing in the spring
and fall and delivering Communion to the
homebound; Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, Barnesville, participated in
local pumpkin festival with proceeds from
food sales used for parish projects and
events; St. Casimir, Adena, bakes rolls
for sale at Christmas with proceeds used
for parish needs; St. Frances Cabrini,
held party for children in the parish in
October; St. Mary, Shadyside, prepared
and served funeral luncheons, worked
Friday fish fries and prepared and served
food at annual church festival; Basilica of
St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta,
supports and assists Sisters of Charity of
Nazareth, Kentucky, to fight homelessness
and poor housing in Appalachia; Christ
Our Light, increases awareness of voca-
tions with potluck dinners, Holy Hours
and recitation of the rosary during some
weekend Masses; Corpus Christi, Belle
Valley, holds soup lunch in March with
proceeds used for fuel cards for college
students, as well as families in need and
other community organizations, such as
Habitat for Humanity; St. Ambrose, Little
Hocking, helped a parish couple, mis-
sionaries in Chimbote, Peru, with costs of
medical supplies, food and personal items

for hospice patients and with price of mate-
rial for repair of a school roof; Our Lady
of Mercy, Lowell, works weekly with area
Daily Bread Kitchen to prepare meals to
eat in or take home by those in need in the
Marietta area; St. Henry, Harriettsville,
helps with sack lunch program in the
summer and backpack program during
school year to feed area youth; St. James,
McConnelsville, holds a priests’ appre-
ciation breakfast in October and collects
nonperishable food for the Morgan County
United Ministries Food Bank, Malta, Ohio;
St. John the Baptist, Miltonsburg, par-
ticipates in the adopt-a-seminarian; St. Ste-
phen, Caldwell, provides food for Noble
County Habitat for Humanity and donates
to a Noble County program for abused and
neglected children; St. John the Baptist,
Churchtown, provided funds for St. John
Central School, Churchtown, students for
bus expenses for field trip; St. Sylvester,
Woodsfield, gave funds for St. Sylvester
Central School, Woodsfield, students to
attend dance and music events in Marietta
and Moundsville, West Virginia.

Other DCCW officers include Nancy
Doerr, vice president; Joanne Kolan-
ski, secretary; Elizabeth Duche, auditor;
Carolyn Estadt, historian; Diana R. Vargo,
spirituality commission; Camille Recznik
and Kidder, service commission; Eileen
Ackerman, leadership commission; Nina
Huffman, public relations; Kidder, pub-
licity, communications and website; and
Donna Turner, editor, The Spirit.

Deanery presidents are Vargo, Mother
of Hope; Ambrose, Presentation; and Donna
Archer, Visitation. (Pictures/Page 5)

Diocese of Steubenville
Chief Financial Officer
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execute staff succession and growth plans;
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* prepares and oversees the management and coordination of all fiscal reporting

activities;

* develops and maintains systems of internal controls to safeguard financial assets
of the diocese and oversees federal awards and programs;
« analyzes business operations, trends, costs, revenues, financial commitments

and obligations, to project future revenues.

Education and Experience:
» Bachelor’s of Science in Accounting, Finance or related field;
* hands-on experience with QuickBooks;
+ aminimum of 10 years experience in the management of financial systems and
budgets, financial reporting, financial data analysis, auditing, taxation and providing

financial advice;

* experience with nonprofit accounting;

* proven supervisory skills.

For a full job description visit http://www.diosteub.org/Job-Openings-
Send resumes to humanresources@diosteub.org, or
Diocese of Steubenville, Human Resources
P.O. Box 969, Steubenville OH 43952,
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Joanne Kolanski, left, and Eileen Ackerman attach the banner to open the Dlocesan Council of Catholic
Women memorial service June 7 at Holy Family Church, Steubenville, while Marilyn Holbert places a rose
in memory of a deceased DCCW member. After the service, Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Mon-
forton begins Mass, along with, from left, Father Timothy P. McGuire, DCCW moderator; Transitional Deacon

Joshua D. Erickson; Permanent Deacon Richard G. Adams; and Msgr. Kurt H. Kemo, diocesan vicar general. Seminarian Nicholas Ward is visible in back.

<Diocesan Council of Catholic Women in ConventioD

Lunch is served at the DCCW convention, which includes Father David %
J.Cornett, pastor of parishes in Barnesville and Temperanceville. .

Past DCCW presidents at the annual convention are, from left, Nina Huffman, Joanne Raha, Gladys
Evans, Veronica Way and DeDe Kidder. (Photos by DeFrancis)
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By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon

Pope St. John Paul next reflects on the work of the Holy
Spirit as it is revealed to us in the life of Christ. Again, we
must go to the infancy narratives of the Gospels of Matthew
and Luke, but especially that of Luke, to see the Holy Spirit
accomplishing his most significant work: the incarnation of
the Son of God as a human being. The account of the an-
nunciation in Luke’s Gospel might be considered the preface
to the story of God walking this earth with us as man.

We speak of the Holy Spirit’s relationship to the Christian
as an “indwelling,” meaning that the Spirit literally resides
within the soul of a person. How this can be is, of course,
beyond our comprehension. We know little enough about
the soul itself, the nonmaterial, noncorporeal component
of our being. How that component can be intimately as-
sociated with God is something entirely over our heads.
Nevertheless, as we will see from divine revelation, that
it is a fact — that it does take place. But how a human per-
son could be united with God in his divine nature itself
is completely off the chart! Yet, the Gospels tell us that it
was and is a fact. In John Paul’s words: “a still higher and
more perfect indwelling.”

Consider again the account of the Annunciation: Mary
is told by the angel: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you.
Therefore, the child to be born will be called holy, the
Son of God” (Lk
1:35). The Spirit
is at work on two
persons here:
Mary and Jesus.
Mary was the re-
cipient of at least
two actions: the
strength to accept the plan of God as proposed by the
angel, and her conception at that moment of a human
being without the usual union of ovum with male sperm.
Regarding the former, she was prepared for her role since
her own birth: her Immaculate Conception without the
original sin that marks the rest of her fellow humans. The
pope explains that it happened “in view of Christ, her Son,
in the extratemporal sphere of the mystery of the incarna-

tion. For her, the Immaculate Conception constituted, in
advance, a participation in the benefits of the Incarnation
and redemption. ... And that is accomplished by the power
of the Holy Spirit.” Her decision was one of free will —
aided by the help of the Spirit — “an answer given by grace
and in grace.” It should be pointed out that the term “Im-
maculate Conception” refers to the origin of Mary herself,
while the miraculous conception of Jesus without the need
of the usual male contribution is designated the “Virgin
Birth.” The Holy Spirit was at work in both, as he would
be in the subsequent miracles of Jesus later in the Gospels.
We must keep in mind that Jesus would be acting in his
human nature as man, not in his divine nature as God. To
do what is impossible, humanly speaking, requires outside
assistance. If it is for good, that assistance is from the Holy
Spirit.

John Paul quotes his own words in his earlier encyclical
on the Holy Spirit (“Dominum et Vivificantem,” 1986):
“The conception and birth of Jesus Christ are in fact the
greatest work accomplished by the Holy Spirit in the his-
tory of creation and salvation: the supreme grace — ‘the
grace of union,” source of every other grace. ... For the
‘fullness of time” is matched by particular fullness of the
self-communication of the triune God in the Holy Spirit.
By the power of the Holy Spirit the ‘hypostatic union’ is
brought about — that is, the union of the divine nature and
the human nature, of divinity and humanity in the one Per-
son of the Word-Son.” Such a thing was beyond the scope
of even the prophets of the Old Testament.
A question may be raised here regarding
the prophecy of Isaiah that Matthew’s
Gospel quotes: “Behold the virgin shall
be with child and bear a son and they shall
call him ‘Emmanuel’ which means ‘God
is with us’” (Mt 1:22-23). These words of
Isaiah were made to a king, supposedly
as a sign to him. Who the virgin was and when this was
to take place is not clear. “Virgin” in this context could
simply mean a young woman of marriageable age. That
the woman in question would continue to be a virgin when
conceiving a child is not necessarily implied. Therefore,
we cannot point to it as a foretelling of the birth of Christ.
Obviously, if it referred to Christ, it could hardly have
been a sign to the king some 700 years earlier! The pope

surmises that “the or-
acle is incomplete and
therefore lent itself to
many interpretations.”

Coming back to our
discussion, “The vir-
ginal conception there-
fore is an integral part
of the mystery of the
Incarnation,” John Paul
says. “The body of Je-
sus conceived in a vir-
ginal fashion by Mary,
belongs to the person
of the eternal word of
God. The Spirit ... brings it about that the man ... whom
she conceived is the true Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, one in substance with the Father, for whom
the Father is the only Father. While being born of Mary
as a man, he continues to be the Son of the same Father
of whom he is eternally begotten. See how, in a special
way, the virginity of Mary stresses the fact that the Son
she conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit is the Son
of God. God is alone his Father.”

The pope refers in this connection to traditional art-
work that usually depicts Mary with Jesus in her arms,
but without Joseph in the scene. This is unlike the usual
infant portraits of a child with both parents. He points out
that Byzantine art emphasizes this most effectively, being
rooted in the earliest theological tradition which flourished
in the eastern Roman or “Byzantine” world.

The notion of “spirit,” as we have seen, includes that of
wind or breath. Genesis tells how God the Creator formed
man from the dust of the ground and “blew into his nostrils
the breath of life and the man became a living being” (Gn
2:7). The Holy Spirit breathed again at the conception of
Jesus, and the Son of God became a living (human) being!

The science of anthropology is the study of man him-
self. It borrows from many other sciences and sources of
knowledge, e.g., sociology, history, psychology, econom-
ics. It is not complete, however, until it also incorporates
knowledge derived from divine revelation about mankind.
That would necessarily relate it to Christ and hence make
it “Christian anthropology!”

Bishop Sheldon

Things Hidden

(14th Ordinary Sunday, Cycle A)

By Father Paul J. Walker

This 14th Sunday’s (July 9) Gospel is, in my opinion,
one of the most beautiful passages in the Bible. Jesus al-
lows us a deep look into his innermost heart. He opens his
heart and shows what moves him. Although Jesus’ teaching
is being rejected by the “wise and learned” (the religious
elite) it is being accepted by those who are not as sophisti-
cated or as learned. Jesus and his teachings do not appeal
to important people. Instead of lamenting this situation,
Jesus praises the Father
who is at work in these
situations. He praises
his heavenly Father —
the mysteries of God’s
reign (announced by
the prophet) have been
hidden from the wise
and the learned and
revealed to the “little
ones.” This does not
mean just children, but
all who are powerless,
marginalized, denied

Father Walker

rights and privileges others have. As Bob Dylan sings,
one example: small children; “misused, abused, strung-
out ones and worse.” Love stories — they are open to the
wonder and image often found there! The Gospel stories
draw us, they tug at our hearts with cords of wonder and
delight, but also with terror and danger. We are fashioned
to hear this Gospel message, but sometimes we lose the
ability to believe, to dream, to imagine it can be true. The
heart, the imagination is the home of the Gospel, not the
head!

This mystery of God’s reign that is “caught” by “little
ones” will be served up over upcoming Sundays in parables
told by Jesus — stories, images, metaphors. They are takes
of transformation; they show us what the learned and clever
come by only with difficulty (if ever), but what “little ones”
catch with delight, which is “...my yoke is easy, and my
burden light.” His yoke is the cross in all its forms (the
narrow way, the steep path).

It is not that all our burdens which “yoke” us or weigh us
down will go away or that we will sail through them with
little or no effort. “Yoked” together with Jesus Christ, we
are reminded that at every difficult turn of the road of life,
another walks with us, holds us and supports us — helps
carry what weighs us down.

God’s reign, his life, his grace are free! We do not earn
them or deserve them. We are challenged to do what “little
To Page 8
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Closing of the Diocesan Year of Reconsecration
on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary

By Diocese of Steubenville
Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton

(Isaiah, Chapter 61, Verses 9-11)
(Luke, Chapter 2, Verses 41-51)

Praised be Jesus Christ!

Before I begin, a short note: Nearly a year ago, as
we made preparation for the closing of this Year of Re-
consecration, a potential major difficulty came to light:
today, June 24,2017, is the Universal Church Solemnity
of the Birth of John the Baptist. In the Roman Missal,
this universal solemnity enjoys priority over our dioc-
esan solemnity of our patroness, the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. As your bishop, I do not possess the ability
to alter the liturgical calendar whenever I desire. Our
faith is not the result of arbitrary decision-making. We
are members of the Body of Christ, and we are in union
with the Vicar of Christ, our Holy Father Pope Francis.

I am pleased to say that the response from the Holy
See from my petition to celebrate the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, this day in our diocesan
Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, was granted.
Yes, we embrace the humility and docility of Mary in
every facet of our lives and trust in Jesus. Thankfully,
my petition for a plenary indulgence was also responded
to in the affirmative. Our hearts are filled with gratitude
as we celebrate our patroness, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary.

I thank all who prepared our solemn procession
through the city of Marietta with the Immaculate
Heart of Mary statue. This Marian statue has traveled
our beloved diocese from parish-to-parish as a sign of
our gratitude to Our Lady for her maternal care of the
Church and, to remind each parish community that its
shared mission is crucial to the effective missionary
outreach of the entire diocese. Yes, we all are called to
be missionary disciples.

More than a year ago, on June 4, 2016, we began the
Year of Reconsecration of the Diocese of Steubenville
dedicating ourselves to Mary, as we endeavored to
discover ultimate peace in her Son Jesus the Christ.

We hear in the Gospel today that in the midst of Mary
and Joseph searching for Jesus, Jesus’ true identity is
evident, made manifest, as he was doing his Father’s
work in his Father’s house. The wonder pouring forth

from Mary’s heart these first 12 years of Jesus’ life was
without parallel. Mary’s journey as a faithful disciple
filled her heart from the moment the angel announced the
salvation of the human race coming through Jesus’ arrival
into this world, and that Mary would be his mother. We
continue with the Blessed Virgin’s visit with her kins-
woman Elizabeth, a holy and joyful visit between a mother
carrying the New Testament prophet who will introduce
Jesus to the surrounding countryside, and the Mother of
God, pregnant with the lone hope for humanity.

In the most sublime of moments, Mary’s heart will echo
the angels’ herald hymns at the Nativity, the birth of Jesus
Christ. Days later Jesus will be presented in the Temple
by Mary and Joseph as a family presents their first-born
in conformity with the Old Testament law, a law which
Jesus brings to completion in his very person. Mary will
continue to witness Jesus’ identity as a contradiction to this
world in the Holy Family’s flight into Egypt, only to have
them to return as Jesus continued to progress in wisdom
in preparation for his ministry among us as our Savior.

How can one heart contain all of these sacred events?
The Immaculate Heart of Mary does. The Immaculate
Heart of Mary, in her sinless and pure state of grace, pro-
vides her the ability without hesitation to ponder all in her
heart, the very heart which will be pierced by a sword at her
Son’s suffering and death. The very trajectory of Mary’s
heart will play out in sorrow at the foot of the cross, only
to come to the joyful culmination of the news of her Son’s
Resurrection.

The very growth of which we hear in our first reading to-
day by the Prophet Isaiah is fulfilled through Mary’s “Yes”
to God. Mary’s heart participates in the promises offered
her ancestors centuries earlier through Isaiah’s words of
encouragement, to a people preparing to return home from
exile to the Holy Land. Mary’s heart, however, ponders
greater things: a promise of eternal life in the person of
her Son Jesus Christ.

As I continue that which was begun by my predecessor,
Bishop John King Mussio in 1945, to Reconsecrate the
Diocese of Steubenville to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,
our diocesan patroness, I do so with all hope in Jesus Christ
himself. The Mother of God did not succumb to despair,
but instead permitted her heart to be filled with that very
same immense hope in her Son.

You see, today is more a beginning than a conclusion. A
beginning. What do you mean by that, bishop? Thanks for

Bishop Monforton

asking! As the Immaculate Heart of Mary manifested
the true identity of her Son with unfathomable hope,
so0, too, we can go out into the world with hearts full of
the immaculate joy indicative of one who keeps Jesus
close to one’s heart. In the ancient world the heart was
considered the center, the very nucleus of a person. It
is no different now for us: fellow Christians.

The conclusion of this Year of Reconsecration is a
charge to go out into the world. Today, we do not simply
imitate Mary, we seek her maternal care each day of
our lives, as we ponder the good Jesus has bestowed
on our lives, and the treasury of blessings he will share
with us today and in the future.

His mother kept all these things in her heart. We do
the same.

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee, blessed
are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us
sinners now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Immaculate Heart of Mary. Pray for us. Amen.

Bishop Monforton delivered this homily at the
June 24 reconsecration Mass at the Basilica of St.
Mary of the Assumption, Marietta.

Jubilarian reflects

By Father Robert A. Gallagher

A while back I jokingly told Deacon Josh (Erickson) that
I wasn’t feeling very inspired about this sermon, so, maybe,
I’1l just talk about motorcycles. The longer I thought about
that the more it seemed like a good idea.

One day, about six years ago, I was out shopping for a
motorcycle. I was dressed casually, not in clerics. A sales-
man came over and began his pitch. He talked about speed,
acceleration, excitement, the thrill of riding in the open air.
He talked about how all the cute chicks are attracted to
guys who ride bikes! At that point, | mentioned that I was a
Catholic priest, so his last selling point was sort of wasted
on me. Immediately, he changed his language and, even,
his tone of voice. He spoke quietly and talked about good
mileage and high visibility — what a “practical” vehicle
this could be.

Now think about that experience — lawn mower salesmen
are not surprised to find clergy looking at their products.
Motorcycle salesmen are. Why? Does this tell us some-
thing about the popular image of clergy, and of the church?
Lawn mowers are slow, safe, practical and middle class.
Motorcycles are fast, a little dangerous, wild, thrilling. So,

on 40 years of ministering the Gospel

today we should ask ourselves if being a
minister of the Gospel is more like mowing
the lawn or like riding a motorcycle? Is our
ministry safe and practical, or adventurous
and exciting? My guess, today, is that the
common image of the Catholic priest is
pure lawn mower — slow, deliberate, plod-
ding. On the other hand, I would like to
suggest that our task is to take the church
out on the open road, give it the gas, and
see what the old girl will do!

In our first reading today, (see, 2 Corin-
thians, Chapter 6, Verses 1-10) Paul is talk-
ing to problem children down in Corinth,
and he isn’t being slow, safe and practical. He starts out,
“Look guys I have done everything I could to help you and
nothing to make you stumble. I never took the easy way
out even if it provoked riots as response to the Gospel, or
I ended up beaten and thrown into jail. Clement of Rome
wrote that Paul was imprisoned at least seven times. Paul
doesn’t mention any of that for sympathy, but it shows how
much his ministry meant to him and how much God was
at his side.

Father Gallagher

Then Paul turns away from the trials
and tribulations to the virtues with which
God has endowed him and that he has
demonstrated in his ministry. No matter
what our theological leaning, without the
qualities listed as these virtues, we won’t
be living as the body of Christ.

He begins his list of virtues with purity,
but unlike our use of the word, he wasn’t
talking just about sexual conduct. Purity
here talks of someone who exhibits a
connection with God in their approach to
life and to themselves, people who show
a genuine concern for the good of all. That
is what people should see in us.

Patience is also mentioned in this list. But, again, we
have to be careful. This isn’t an excuse to sit around and
do nothing. We tend to say, “It’s in God’s hands now,”
and God is saying, “Hey, don’t pass the buck to me. You
are the people who are supposed to be doing the Lord’s
work and even greater.” Here is how I see patience. Over
the years, I have made a lot of mistakes, especially in the
To Page 8
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In lieu of visit, pope makes major donation to South Sudan charities

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — With a trip to
South Sudan postponed indefinitely, Pope
Francis is sending close to a half-million
dollars to help two hospitals, a teacher
training center and _
farming projects for |
families as a way to | 1' L3
show the people there .
his solidarity and sup- % ' ' ‘
port. . ‘ q i

Because a planned |
trip with Anglican
Archbishop Justin
Welby of Canter-
bury couldn’t happen
this year as hoped,
Pope Francis “wants
to make tangible the
presence and close-
ness of the church
with the suffering
people through this
initiative ‘The Pope
for South Sudan,’”
Cardinal Peter Turk-
son told reporters at a
Vatican news confer-
ence June 21.

“He fervently hopes
to be able to go there
as soon as possible on an official visit to the
nation; the church does not shut hope out
of'such an afflicted area,” said the cardinal,
who is prefect of the Vatican Dicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development.

An official visit was meant to draw the
world’s attention to a silent tragedy, give
voice to those suffering and encourage
conflicting parties to make renewed and
greater efforts in finding a peaceful solution
to the conflict, the cardinal said.

Already in March, Pope Francis had
expressed doubts about the possibility of
making the trip, saying in an interview with
Germany’s Die Zeit newspaper, that visit-
ing South Sudan would be “important,” but
that “I don’t believe that it is possible.” The
pope approved the project funding in April,
a month before the Vatican announced the
trip’s delay.

Things Hidden

From Page 6
ones” do with gifts and offerings: welcome
and receive them with delight!

So, Jesus calls out to people: “Come to
me all who labored and are heavy laden.”
He promises what he alone can do. With
him, my heart finds rest, more than can
be found in any wellness or fitness center
with all they can contribute to my physical
health and well-being. Only Jesus Christ
can lift the burdens that weigh heavily on
my soul.

Compared with the troubles and difficul-
ties we are ready to take on for health and
success, his yoke is indeed easy and his
burden light.

Father Walker is a Diocese of Steu-
benville priest and a former director of
the diocesan Office of Worship. Retired
from active parish ministry, he resides
in his hometown, McConnelsville, where
he often celebrates Mass at St. James
Church, there. Father Walker, too,
writes a regular column for The Steu-
benville Register.

!

The initiative is meant to supplement,
support and encourage the ongoing work
of religious congregations, Catholic orga-
nizations and international aid groups on
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Pope Francis greets Cardinal Angelo Sodano, dean of the College
of Cardinals, as he celebrates Mass with about 50 cardinals in the
Pauline Chapel of the Apostolic Palace at the Vatican June 27.
The Mass marked the pope’s 25th anniversary of his ordination
as a bishop. (CNS photo/L’Osservatore Romano)

Jubilarian

the ground that “generously and tirelessly”
help the people and promote peace and
development, the cardinal said.

South Sudan became independent from
Sudan in 2011 after decades of
war. But just two years after
independence, political tensions
erupted into violence and abuses.
The fighting, displacement, in-
security and drought have led
to large-scale hunger and mal-
nutrition across the country. It’s
estimated that 3.8 million people
have been displaced and at least
28 million are in need of food aid.

A papal donation of about
$200,000 will support a program
run by Caritas South Sudan,
providing fast-growing seeds and
farming tools for 2,500 families
in areas where it is still possible
to grow food.

Some $112,000 will go to
fund Solidarity With South Su-
dan, an international Catholic
network, supporting 16 scholar-
ships and a training program for
primary school teachers. The
teacher training center takes in

students from every ethnic group so they
can learn and later teach values of toler-
ance and reconciliation along with basic
education.

A contribution of $150,000 will go to
fund two hospitals run by the Comboni
Missionary Sisters. Comboni Sister Laura
Gemignani told reporters that they have
extremely few resources to support their
small staff and numerous patients.

She said their hospital in Wau sees 300
patients a day — 40,000 a year — but there
is only one doctor, who comes in every day
and responds to every emergency.

“It’s hard to pay his salary,” she said,
but he, the nurses and other staff stay on
despite the insecurity and danger.

When they were told to evacuate because
of intensified fighting, she said the staff
said that as long as they had even just one
patient to attend to, they would never leave.

Cardinal Turkson said, “The Holy Father
does not forget the unheard and silent vic-
tims of this bloody and inhumane conflict,
does not forget all those people who are
forced to flee from their homes because
of abuses of power, injustice and war. He
holds all of them in his prayers and his
heart.”

From Page 7
early years, because I had an anxiety — a
mistaken belief that I had to have answers
for everybody’s problems and questions.

And over the years, I’ve come to learn
that I don’t have that many answers. But,
I can listen, and I can help others interpret
their experience, so that they can discern
God’s movement in their lives and find
their answers. In that process, patience is
what helps avoid rushing to give an answer
without having really listened.

Then Paul mentions the twin virtues of
kindness and love, the foundation blocks
of any ministry. But our world too often
equates kindness and love with permis-
siveness and softness. Nothing could be
further from our tradition. Permissiveness
has to do with a tyranical individualism
and disengagement, not with loving. Lov-
ing requires engagement and discipline
and a genuine concern for the welfare of
the other. Maybe our calling isn’t always
“tough love,” but it is certainly love with
a gospel purpose.

Paul then shifts to a series of contrasts:
“as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; as having
nothing, and yet possessing everything.”
It is an invitation to the Corinthians to
consider their lives, to consider their ori-
entation toward the world, to consider who
they are, and who God is. Paul is not plac-
ing the emphasis so much on their eternal
fate. Rather, he is asking them to reconsider
their lives on a daily basis. The message
of the Gospel is not just about life after
death — it is also about life before death.
It is a plea for us to see a world that is full
of life, full of struggles, but, also, full of
loving possibilities.

Years ago, a priest was assigned to a par-
ish in a run-down area on the wrong side
of town. It was not a desirable assignment.
Often he would go to the YMCA to play
handball.

There he met a young boy whom he

called “Butch.” They became good friends,
so, periodically, he would invite Butch to
church, but Butch would always think of
some excuse. Then, one Sunday, just as
the priest was beginning his sermon, the
door of the church opened and in walked
Butch. He sat down quietly on the back
pew and listened. When the service was
over, he remained in his seat until all the
other people had left. Then he came down
front to talk with his friend. He started
with, “Who is this Jesus you were talking
about?” The priest was stunned that a teen-
ager could grow up in a major city and not
know anything about Jesus. But, patiently,
for about 45 minutes, he told Butch about
Jesus. Butch seemed satisfied and got up to
leave. He got as far as the door, but there
he paused, and then turned around with
a puzzled look on his face. He called the
full length of the church and said, “These
people who follow Jesus — they’re called
Christians?” “That’s right, Butch,” he said.
And then the question: “Then tell me, how
am I gonna know ‘em when I see ‘em?”
Butch, and far too many like him, probably
won’t recognize them among people just
mowing the lawn.

Of course, all of our ministries will have
at least some lawn mowing moments and
all have their own unique story. My 40
years of priesthood aren’t exactly like most
of'yours. Itaught high school for five years
and actually enjoyed it. I spent a total of
four years at Catholic University — a very
intellectual climate, and I loved it. I was
back here for three years as a high school
principal — a job I have always considered
a punishment for some early transgression.
Then I joined the Air Force: I have been
all over the planet, shot at, lived in places
you would not live.

My best friends were southern Baptists, a
conservative rabbi and a very liberal Epis-
copalian and a Christian Scientist. I have
had Mass for a couple soldiers on the hood
of a jeep; I was pastor of the Air Force’s

largest parish — serving a couple thousand
parishioners. I have a military master’s
degree and a dean’s citation that prove I
was very good at knowing how to, as the
unofficial Air Force motto says, “Blow
things up and kill people.” After 20 years,
I retired, mostly due to health issues, and
returned to the diocese, where I became a
pastor of a civilian parish for the first time
in my priesthood. And, I ride a motorcycle.

My life shaped me to be adaptable, toler-
ant and respectful of a wide range of beliefs
and personalities. My studies have led me
to appreciate the grandeur of a universe
where God surely does not care about the
small stuff, and my experience says that
most of it is small stuff, not unimportant,
but just not worth the frustration and the
obsession we sometimes grant it.

St. Ambrose Church sits on about 28
acres, so believe me I do know that the
grass does need to be mowed, bills need
paid, we have lots of inherited stuff to
maintain for the good of the people. On
the other hand, I think Paul reminds that
we need to embrace stepping outside our
comfort zones, so that our lives are recog-
nizable to people like Butch, as concerned
for the good of others, not focused on our
own pet projects; patient with those who
struggle and discern; loving, but always
holding up the vision of a better life and
union with the Lord.

You don’t need to buy a motorcycle, but
wouldn’t it be nice if you could look at one
without people being shocked to see you
because they could sense that you were
alive to greater possibilities and maybe just
a bit adventurous.

Father Gallagher is the pastor of St.
Ambrose Parish, Little Hocking. This is
the homily that he delivered at the An-
nual Priests’ Jubilee Celebration June
19 at St. Mary Church, St. Clairsville.
He celebrates 40 years of ordination to
the priesthood.
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Bishops approve revisions to the guidelines of sacraments for the disabled

INDIANAPOLIS (CNS) — The U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops over-
whelmingly approved revisions to the
guidelines governing the celebration of
sacraments for people with disabilities that
take into account medical and technologi-
cal developments.

Approved 180-1 during the bishops’
spring general assembly June 14, the revi-
sions in the “Guidelines for the Celebration
of Sacraments with Persons with Disabili-
ties” updates a document that was adopted
in 1995.

The guidelines were developed as a
tool to improve access to the sacraments
by persons with disabilities and reduce

inconsistencies in pastoral practice. The
document followed the Pastoral Statement
of U.S. Catholic Bishops on Persons with
Disabilities in 1978 and a 1989 revision.

The 1995 document was the first issued
by the bishops on the topic at a national
level. Bishop leaders at the time said the
document would allow the church to better
minister to and be ministered to by people
with disabilities.

Among the issues the document ad-
dresses is physical access to worship to
give people with disabilities “full, active
and conscious participation, according to
their capacity.”

It also promotes a welcoming attitude

in parishes and the inclusion of qualified
people with disabilities in liturgical and
pastoral ministries; catechetical and sac-
ramental preparation programs to prepare
people with mental disabilities for those
sacraments, to which they have a right; and
consultation with those with disabilities
to help determine their needs regarding
parish facilities, programs, policies and
ministries.

In other votes, the bishops voted to ap-
prove a new translation of the “Order of
Blessing the Oil of Catechumens and of the
Sick and of Consecrating the Chrism,” 178-
3. The ritual is used each year at diocesan
chrism Masses.

It will be sent to the Vatican’s Con-
gregation for Divine Worship and the
Sacraments for its “recognitio,” or final
approval.

However, the bishops’ approval of a col-
lection of blessings in Spanish for use in
the United States that complement English
texts included in the “Book of Blessings”
fell one vote short of reaching the threshold
necessary to send it to the Vatican congre-
gation for the “recognitio.”

The vote on the “Bendicional: Sexta
Parte” (Part VI) was 171-2, with two ab-
stentions. Voting will be completed by mail
ballot with the Latin-rite bishops who did
not attend the assembly.

Bishop says world

WASHINGTON (CNS) — It is impor-
tant the world moves from indifference
about the plight of the world’s refugees
to solidarity with them, Auxiliary Bishop
Mario E. Dorsonville of Washington said
June 19.

He made the comments at the National
Press Club during an event held a day
ahead of World Refugee Day and hosted by
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Migration and Refugee Services.

With 22.5 million refugees worldwide,
Bishop Dorsonville noted, “the size and
scope of the problem might beckon us to
give up and question our work,” but it is

must move past indifference to solidarity with refugees

“important that we not throw our hands up
in despair and retreat to the quiet of our
homes ... and in doing so ignore the tragedy
of the global displacement.”

Bishop Dorsonville noted that refugees
are made in the image of God, and are
children, husbands, wives, young and old,
rich and poor.

“Each one has a story to tell ... if they
are only given the opportunity to do so,” he
told the government, church and nonprofit
leaders gathered at the press club. “Itis for
the child who cries itself to sleep in the
shadows of a refugee camp who we seek to
bring justice ... who our advocacy, prayers

and good intention intend to support.”

By assisting just one refugee, “we
can take confidence in the fact we have
responded to Jesus’ commandment to
welcome the stranger, feed the hungry, and
clothe the naked,” the bishop added.

Bishop Dorsonville, who himself is an
immigrant from Colombia, recalled the
difficulty of saying goodbye to his home-
land and people. Nevertheless, he said he
is grateful to be in this country and for the
people who welcomed him and showed
him a “culture of love.”

“l was thirsty and | found someone who
gave me something to drink,” he said. “I

have seen so many thirsty faces that remind
me of myself and in them | see Jesus.”

Refugees often face trauma when being
forced from their homes and into urban
camps with lots of exploitation, Bishop
Dorsonville noted, and “it is our moral ob-
ligation and responsibility to assist people
who find themselves in such situations.”

The Catholic Church teaches that indi-
viduals have a right to migrate and live in
their own countries in a way that sustains
family life, said Bishop Dorsonville.

The USCCB has assisted more than 1
million refugees in resettling in the United
States.

2017 SPRING into SHAPE 35K RUN and WALK
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ST. MARY'S CENTRAL SCHOOL
St Clairsville, OH
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Serving Students from 8 Ohio Public School Districts
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Belle Valley/Caldwell/Carlisle/Fulda— In cel-
ebration of his 25th anniversary to the priesthood,
Diocese of Steubenville Father Chester J. Pabin,
parochial vicar to Father Wayne E. Morris, pastor
of Corpus Christi Parish, Belle Valley; St. Stephen,
Caldwell; St. Michael, Carlisle; and St. Mary of the
Immaculate Conception, Fulda, will be honored July
23; Mass will be celebrated at 11 a.m., at the Noble
County Fairgrounds, County Road 56, Caldwell.
Meat, beverages and anniversary cake will be pro-
vided by the parishes; attendees can bring sides,
salads or desserts.

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults sessions will
begin in September in the Noble Catholic commu-
nity. For additional information, telephone (740)
732-4129.

Beverly — Beginning July 1, Mass will be cel-
ebrated at 7 p.m., Saturdays, at St. Bernard Church.

Carrollton — The Ladies of Mercy will be
visiting the Rhoda Wise House and Grotto, 2337
25th St. NE, Canton, Ohio, July 10. Participants
will learn of the conversion, sufferings, healings,
visions and connection to Mother Angelica of
EWTN; meet at 6 p.m. in Our Lady of Mercy
Church parking lot.

Fulda — A game day will be held July 8, begin-
ning at 5 p.m., at St. Mary of the Immaculate Con-
ception Church hall; food will be available, games
played and a raffle held.

Gallipolis — Mass will be celebrated on Sat-
urdays, at 8 a.m., at St. Louis Church, beginning
July 1.

St. Louis Church is selling T-shirts to help with
the expenses of the church’s electrical project, re-
quiring a complete rewiring of the church. T-shirts
are $20; all funds raised will be paid directly to the
parish for the project. To purchase a T-shirt, visit St.
Louis Church’s Facebook page and click the link, or
visit booster.com and in the “find a campaign” box,
type St. Louis Catholic Church electrical project.

Glouster — A bake sale will be held at Holy Cross
Church, in support of the CWC, July 2, following
the celebration of the 9 a.m. Mass.

Ironton Mass will not be celebrated at St.
Lawrence O’Toole Church on weekends, beginning
July 1, during air conditioning and heating renova-
tions.

Little Hocking — A “Go Out to All the World”
presentation will be held from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m., July
22, at St. Ambrose Church. The event will feature the
experiences of people who have visited different mis-
sions and cultures, including Botswana, Peru, Ghana
and Belize. To attend, or for additional information,
telephone (740) 423-7422, extension 1.

Marietta — Vacation Bible school, themed “The
Mass Comes Alive! An Aerial Adventure,” will be
held July 31 through Aug. 3 at St. Mary School.
Children ages 4 (as of Sept. 1) through fifth grade
can enroll. Students in sixth grade through 12th
grade are needed to be volunteers. Participants must
register before July 10, $5 per student, to receive a
free T-shirt. Registration is $10 after the deadline.
For additional information, telephone (740) 373-
3643.

McConnelsville — Mass will be celebrated at
4 p.m., Saturdays, beginning July 1, and at 6 p.m.,
Sundays, beginning July 2, at St. James Church.

St. Clairsville — Mass will be celebrated in
Spanish July 16, at 2:30 p.m., at St. Mary Church.
The sacrament of reconciliation will precede Mass
at2 p.m.

St. Mary Parish will begin Rite of Christian Initia-
tion of Adults sessions Aug. 24 in the parish offices.
Anyone interested in learning more about RCIA,
telephone Michael Zabrecky at (740) 695-9993.

Shadyside — The annual St. Mary Parish festival
will be held July 7 and July 9, at the church, which
is located at 350 E. 40th St. Festivities will begin
Friday with Coleman’s fish being served from
11 a.m. until 7 p.m. Sunday will feature open-pit
barbecue chicken dinners and homemade Italian

Rakoski. (Photo by DiCenzo)
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St. Lucy parishioners gather to discuss plans for a July 9 chicken dinner. The dinner
will be held from noon until 4 p.m. at the St. Lucy Church hall, St. Lucy Avenue and
Walter Street, Yorkville. For a $10 donation, people can dine in or carry out a roasted
half of a chicken, mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans and a roll. The purchase of
a dinner ticket enters the ticket holder for a chance to win a prize, a Coleman Roadtrip
LXE portable grill. Beverages are $1 each and desserts will be for sale. A 50/50 raffle
will be held, as well as baskets being raffled. For tickets, telephone (740) 859-6833
or (740) 859-4018. Tickets will also be available at the door. Committee members
planning the dinner on a recent evening are, seated from left, Sandy Rakoski, Helen
Frangos, Michele Vinci, Josie Piciacchia, Eleanor Outward and Frances Pearl. And
standing from left, Sam Motto, Judy Motto, Barbara DiCenzo, Father William D. Cross,
pastor of St. Lucy Parish and St. Joseph Parish, Tiltonsville, as well as judicial vicar
for the Diocese of Steubenville, Danny DiCenzo, Rita Buksa, Marge Talarico and Don

sausage from noon-7 p.m. A car show will be held
from 1-4:30 p.m. that day. Baked goods, raffles,
music, games and dancing will also be a part of the
Sunday festivities.

Steubenville — A communal prayer will take
place every Tuesday through Aug. 29, excluding
July 4, from 8-8:30 p.m., at Holy Family Church.
The prayer intention will be for the evangelization

and education of children. Students, parents and
alumni can attend.

Wintersville — Blessed Sacrament Parish will
sponsor a super bingo June 30, at the Wintersville
Volunteer Fire Department, St. Florian Hall, 286
Luray Drive. Doors open at 4:30 p.m., and bhingo
starts at 7 p.m. Attendees must be 18 years of age
and older to play bingo. The cost is $60.

Around and About

Barton — The Barton Volunteer Fire Department
will sponsor an annual polkafest from 11 a.m. until
8 p.m., July 30, at the firemen’s field, 52176 Center
St. Held rain or shine, nonstop music will be pro-
vided from noon until 8 p.m. Barbecue chicken, ribs,
homemade Polish foods, desserts and raffles will be
part of the event. Admission is $6 for adults; children,
18 years of age and under, can attend for free. For
more information, telephone (740) 695-3029.

Beverly — Knights of Columbus St. John of
Beverly Council 4617 will sponsor an all cash
drawing July 8. A limited number of tickets will be
available for $40 each. For additional information,
telephone Tom Minton at (740) 984-8818.

Carey, Ohio — Devotions, with an outdoor rosary
procession, Benediction and individual prayers for
healing will take place at the Basilica and National
Shrine of Our Lady of Consolation, 315 Clay St.,
Sundays, at 2:30 p.m. Mass will be celebrated at the
shrine July 16, at noon. For additional information,
telephone (419) 396-7107.

Carrollton — The Carrollton Exempted Village
School District will offer free breakfast and lunch
to all children age 18 and under through Aug. 11,
Monday through Friday, at Carrollton High School,
252 Third St., in the cafeteria.

Smithfield — The Jefferson County Veterans
picnic will be held Saturday, July 15, at Friendship
Park, near Smithfield, from 2 to 4 p.m. The event is
opento all veterans, free of charge. Commemorative
pins and welcome home packages will be presented
to Vietnam veterans in attendance.

Steubenville — To celebrate the 25th anniver-
sary of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the
Catechetical Institute at Franciscan University of
Steubenville will sponsor the “Speaking the Truth in
Love Conference,” Oct. 13-15. The conference will
explore how priests, parents and religious educators
can more fully utilize the catechism. Early registra-
tion fee is $70 until Aug. 15, $90 afterward. The fee
includes all sessions, a social hour, two lunches and
a Saturday banquet dinner.

Obituaries

Roberta J. “Bobbie” Crock, 65, Caldwell, St.
Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Fulda, June 17.

Beverly A. Fijewski, 73, Blessed Sacrament,
Wintersville, June 20.

Vincent P. Fristick, 84, Mingo Junction, St.
Agnes, May 31.

Jeannette A. Gould, 84, Mingo Junction, St.
Agnes, June 3.

Raymond B. Jones, 86, Waterford, St. Bernard,
Beverly, June 8.

MarthaA. Luke, 78, 540 W. 48th St., Shadyside,
St. Mary, June 14.

Margaret Smurda Mazaris, 93, Toronto, St.
Francis of Assisi, June 11.

Jackie L. Robinson,75, St. Stephen, Caldwell,
June 4.

Carl S. Valloric, 89, Zephyrhills, Florida, St.
Mary, Shadyside, May 9.

Rosemarie Zigo Visvary, 83, St. Clairsville, St.
Joseph, Bridgeport, June 22.
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Convocation of Catholic leaders
will be historic event, bishops told

INDIANAPOLIS (CNS) — During
their spring meeting in Indianapolis, U.S.
bishops were reminded that the upcom-
ing Convocation of Catholic Leaders — a
gathering they began talking about years
ago — is right around the corner.

It will be an historic event, Bishop Rich-
ard J. Malone of Buffalo, New York, chair-
man of the bishops’ Committee on Laity,
Marriage, Family Life and Youth, told the
bishops June 15 about the July 1-4 “Convo-
cation of Catholic Leaders: The Joy of the
Gospel in America” in Orlando, Florida.

He also noted that it will be the largest
gathering sponsored by U.S. bishops and
will be a time to show the unity of the
church.

The convocation, an invitation-only
event, is meant to give the 3,000 par-
ticipants expected to attend a better
understanding of what it means to be mis-
sionary disciples in today’s world through
workshop presentations, keynote addresses
and prayer.

The plan, from the outset, was to bring
Catholic leaders from across the country to
closely examine and figure out how to best
live out Pope Francis’ call for all Catholics
to be missionary disciples in today’s world
as expressed in his 2013 apostolic exhorta-
tion, “Evangelii Gaudium” (“The Joy of the
Gospel”).

Dioceses are sending delegations chosen
by their bishops, and other attendees will
be key leaders of Catholic organizations,
apostolates, missions, congregations, insti-
tutions and agencies identified by the U.S.
Conference of Catholic Bishops.

Bishop Malone thanked the bishops for
supporting the convocation dedicated to
forming missionary disciples who can then
go out and form others, following the call
of Pope Francis. He urged the bishops to
make use of their time in conversations
with diocesan delegates during the convo-
cation to walk and pray with them. On a
practical note, he also suggested that they
wear comfortable shoes.

Contingent from Steubenville Diocese,
Including bishop, at July convocation

STEUBENVILLE — The Diocese of
Steubenville will be represented at the July
1-4 “Convocation of Catholic Leaders: The
Joy of the Gospel in America” in Orlando,
Florida.

Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monfor-
ton will attend the convocation.

Paul D. Ward, director, diocesan Office
of Christian Formation and Schools, will
attend the event, he said, along with con-
sultants in his office, Carolyn A. Crabtree
and Alyson M. Radford.

As well, Father Edward A. Maxfield Jr.,
a diocesan priest, and Sister Mary Brigid
Callan, director, stewardship and develop-
ment for the diocese, will attend.

U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops
grant money will help defray the cost for
Steubenville Diocese staff to attend the
convocation, Ward said.

Several presenters at the convocation are
residents of the Steubenville Diocese, most
of whom are affiliated with Franciscan
University of Steubenville.

country and all the world.

Amen.

to Bishop Monforton.

Prayer of Reconsecration

As Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton knelt before the
diocesan pilgrim statue June 24 at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption,
Marietta, (Page 1) he prayed the prayer reconsecrating the Diocese of Steuben-
ville to its patroness, the Immaculate Heart of the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Most Holy Virgin Mary, tender Mother, to fulfill the desires of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus, we consecrate the Diocese of Steubenville and
ourselves to your Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart, O Queen of the
Most Holy Rosary, and we recommend to you all the people of our

Please accept our consecration, dearest Mother, and use us as you
wish to accomplish your designs in the world.

O Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, Queen of the Most Holy
Rosary and Queen of the world, rule over us, together with the Sacred
Heart of Jesus Christ, our King. Save us from the spreading flood of
modern paganism; kindle in our hearts, homes, parishes, communities
and diocese the love of purity, the practice of a virtuous life, an ardent
zeal of souls, and a desire to pray the rosary more faithfully.

We come with confidence to you, O Throne of Grace and Mother of
Fair Love. Inflame us with the same Divine Fire which has inflamed
your own Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart. Make our hearts, homes,
parishes and this diocese your shrine, and through us, make the Heart
of Jesus, together with your rule, triumph in every heart and home.

* based on a solemn Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary by
Venerable Pope Pius XlI, said Father Bradley W. Greer, master of ceremonies

CINCINNATI — Father Martin D.
Smith-Soucier —a priest of the Diocese
of Steubenville — died June 19.

BornAug. 9, 1947, in Cincinnati, the
69-year-old was the son of Harold and
Esther Smith.

He obtained
his early educa-
tion in Cincin-
nati, first at St.
Joseph’s parish
school there
and Elder High
School, graduat-
ing from Aiken
High School. He
earned a bach-
elor’s degree
from Christian
Brothers Col-

lege, Memphis,
Tennessee.
In 1976, he

came to the Dio-

cese of Steubenville from St. Mary
Seminary, Baltimore, to study at St.
John Vianney Seminary, Blooming-
dale. Later, he received a Master of
Divinity from the Pontifical College
Josephinum, Columbus, Ohio.

Ordained to the priesthood for the
Diocese of Steubenville June 9, 1979,
by then Bishop Albert H. Ottenweller,
Father Smith-Soucier served at St. Ag-
nes Church, Mingo Junction; St. Mary
Church, Martins Ferry, and St. Pius X
Church, Steubenville. He, too, served
as diocesan director of vocations and
as the diocese’s youth director.

In 1985, Father Smith-Soucier left
the Steubenville Diocese and in 1987
was granted leave to the Archdiocese
of Cincinnati where he began his min-
istry as chaplain at Deaconess Hospital
and administrator of Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Parish. For the next 11
years, he was administrator of Practical
Family Living Center Inc., a charity
founded and staffed by the Sisters of
Notre Dame de Namur.

Diocese of Steubenville priest dies

Father Smith-Soucier

He was sacramental priest at two
parishes, St. Joseph and St. Pius;
served as director of adult formation
for St. Agnes and St. Mary churches;
and conducted parish retreats and
days of renew-
al throughout
the Cincinnati
Archdiocese. He
served as chap-
lain for the local
St. Martin De
Porres Council
and Southern
District of Ohio,
Knights of Co-
lumbus.

In November
2003, Father
Smith-Soucier
was released by
Steubenville’s
bishop, R. Dan-
iel Conlon, for
service with the Military Archdiocese.
He served as chaplain for Veterans
Administration hospitals in Bath and
Canandaigua, New York. At the time
of his death, Father Smith-Soucier
was chief of chaplain services for the
Cincinnati Department of Veterans
Administration Medical Center, Cin-
cinnati, and president of the National
Association of Catholic Priests for the
Military Archdiocese, Washington, D.C.

A funeral Mass was celebrated June
29 at St. Joseph Church, Cincinnati,
with Diocese of Steubenville Bishop
Jeffrey M. Monforton as celebrant.
Burial of Father Smith-Soucier fol-
lowed in St. Mary Cemetery, Cincin-
nati.

Father Smith-Soucier was a member
of the “Pactum Marianum.” Members
agree to celebrate three Masses for the
soul of the deceased priest.

Father Smith-Soucier is survived by
a sister Judy and brothers Leon and
Jack, as well as other relatives and
friends.

(Photo provided)

Faith formation seminars planned

STEUBENVILLE — Catechists and
Catholic school teachers in the Diocese
of Steubenville can earn credit toward
their catechist’s certification and Catholic
identity contact hours during an Aug. 16-17
faith formation seminar.

The seminar will occur at St. John
Church, 3745 Tallman Ave., Bellaire. Mass
will be celebrated at 8 a.m. both days be-
fore the seminar.

On the first day of the seminar, Aug.
16, “What’s My Role?” will be presented
from 9-11 a.m. by Permanent Deacon Paul
D. Ward, director of the diocesan Office
of Christian Formation and Schools. The
role Catholic school teachers and catechists
will have on the next generation will be
discussed.

It will be followed by “Baptism: Door-
way to Heaven,” which will be presented
from 11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m. by Carolyn A.
Crabtree, catechetical consultant, dioc-
esan Office of Christian Formation and
Schools. Crabtree will be speaking of the
importance of baptism and how it is the

foundation of the entire Christian life.

The second day of the seminar, Aug. 17,
“The Eucharist: Bread of Heaven” will be
presented from 9-11 a.m. by Father Edward
A. Maxfield Jr., parochial vicar to Father
Thomas A. Chillog, pastor at St. Mary
Parish, St. Clairsville. Father Maxfield will
speak about what the Eucharist is meant to
be in the lives of Catholics.

Following that session is “The Church:
Heavenly Jerusalem,” which will be pre-
sented from 11:15 a.m.-1:15 p.m. by Alan
Schreck, professor of theology at Francis-
can University of Steubenville. Schreck
will speak about the renewed vision of the
church, received from the Second Vatican
Council.

Seminars are planned for St. Joseph
Church, Ironton, Oct. 21; the Basilica of
St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta,
Nov. 11; and at Blessed Sacrament Church,
Wintersville, Dec. 9.

For more information or to register for
the August seminar, email Crabtree, ccrab-
tree@diosteub.org.
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Year of Reconsecration of the Diocese of Steubenville concludes June 24

The Marian procession arrives at the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assump-
tion, Fourth Street, Marietta, where Msgr. John Michael Campbell is rec-
tor. Fourth-degree
Knights of Colum-

bus lead the contin-

Diocese of Steubenville Bishop Jeffrey M. Monforton begins the procession ~ gentinto the basilica
to the Basilica of St. Mary of the Assumption, Marietta, June 24, flanked by ~ fOr @ noon Mass.
Father Michael W. Gossett, front, and Transitional Deacon Joshua D. Erickson ~ Dlocesan seminar-

and followed by the Immaculate Heart of Mary statue. ians arrange the Im-
maculate Heart of

Mary statue in the
front of the basilica.
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, k_-. forton and Steubenville Bishop Emeritus Gilbert I. Sheldon, flanked by Permanent

Marchers move down Fourth Street in Marietta. Deacons Paul D. Ward, left, and Richard G. Adams, leave Mass. (Photos by DeFrancis)



